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September 2022
Dear Parents,
We would like to welcome all of you to the new school year and to the Bumblebee Class.  We have many exciting activities planned for our class this year and are looking forward to getting to know all of you.

Bumblebee Teachers:

Let us begin by telling you a little about the Bumblebee teachers:

*Mrs. Melanie Eaton is beginning her thirteenth year as a Bumblebee teacher and has been at Espree for over fifteen years. Mrs. Eaton graduated from Colorado Mesa University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Liberal Arts with an emphasis in Early Childhood. She is a Colorado native and enjoys visiting the mountains where she grew up, scrapbooking, taking pictures, and spending time with her husband Tom, son TJ, and daughter Maylee. Her family has one dog named Mavis, who goes everywhere with them. 
*Mrs. Emilee Kang began as a Bumblebee teacher last summer and is excited for her second school year at Espree and in the Bumblebee room. She is originally from Illinois and moved to Colorado when she was 14 years old. She graduated from Chaparral High School and shortly after attended ACC to receive an Early Childhood Teacher certification. She has been working with children for 13 years and has loved every second of it! She married her amazing husband in September of 2018. They have 1 dog and 2 cats. 

*Mrs. Jill Radow  has been in the field of Early Childhood for 30 years.  Most of her teaching experience has been in New York City, where she is originally from. She has a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education and a Masters in Early Childhood.  She has taught children from 2 ½ years through fifth grade, mentoring teachers along the way. She has lived in Colorado since 2007.  Her daughter will be attending the University of Denver this fall.  She enjoys long walks, trying out new restaurants, going to museums and shows, and doing some binge watching on rainy days.
Getting Acquainted Unit:
This month we will get to know all our Bumblebee friends and teachers during our Getting Acquainted Unit.  We will begin by focusing on safety, playground and school rules, and getting to know how the classroom operates. Throughout the unit we will learn about what makes each child special, similarities and differences, our bodies, and will share our favorite colors, foods, and activities.  We will also talk about our families, discussing different kinds of families and the roll each member plays.  We will include discussions about what makes up our different neighborhoods and communities. We have many fun and exciting getting acquainted activites planned for the month!
Our Daily Schedule:

Opening 


8:30 – 8:50
1st Small Group


8:50 - 9:10
Story Time and Snack

9:10 - 9:40
Art/Centers and Gross Motor
9:40 - 10:30

Choice Time 


10:30 - 10:50
Recess



10:50 - 11:10
2nd Small Group


11:10 – 11:30
Prepare for lunch and dismissal
11:30 - 11:35
Lunch



11:35 - 11:55

Story Time


11:55 - 12:30
Rest time


12:30 - 2:15
Wake-up/ Snack


2:15 - 3:00

Recess/Free play/Dismissal
3:00 - 5:30
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Please remember that preschool begins at 8:30 A.M. with our opening activities.  At this time, we acquaint the children with the plans for the day, choose classroom helpers and introduce the social studies objective.  We find the children are very excited to participate in our opening and are ready to start their day when they are here on time. 
*For the month of September, please bring your child with SUNSCREEN APPLIED as we will be outside each morning and the temperatures are still warm. If you child stays all day, we will reapply sunscreen prior to afternoon recess. Please send a new bottle of sunscreen for us to use in the classroom. 
*Your child will need a clean full water bottle each day. Please make sure only water is in your child’s bottle. 

Classroom Procedures:
We ask that the children do not bring any food, toys or jewelry to school.  This is very important because some children have allergies to certain foods. Toys and jewelry from home can be easily lost or broken and often cause distractions in the classroom.  We also ask that you limit naptime items to one item only. Too many items such as stuffed animals and pillows seem to be distractions to children and their fellow nappers and take up time. We appreciate your help with this matter.

Accidents and spills do happen.  For this reason, we ask that each child have a full change of clothes in his/her cubby at all times.  Please leave a labeled Ziplock bag with clothes for us to keep in your child’s cubby.

During the year each child will have the opportunity to be “Star of the Week”.  When your child’s turn comes, you will receive a packet either Wednesday or Thursday before the week your child will be the star. The packet will include suggestions for you and your child to prepare for the upcoming week.  If the week your child is chosen doesn’t work well for your schedule, please let us know and we will assign you another week.
Our goal is to make your child’s experience in the Bumblebee Room positive, fun, and creative and we are sure they will learn a lot of new skills along the way.  Please feel free to talk to any one of us if you have any questions or concerns during the school year.  We are extremely excited about the upcoming year and look forward to working with you and your child. 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER: 

Broncos’ Day -  Monday, September 12th: Wear your Broncos gear or Orange and Blue to help cheer on the team in their Monday Night season opener! 
Warmly,
The Bumblebee Teachers
